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Inhaltsübersicht / Bref résumé / Breve riassunto 

This book is an autobiographical novel that follows the author, a young 

Ukrainian aspiring female writer, through the ten turbulent years of her 

life. In search of her identity and her true calling, she moves from a small 

town in eastern Ukraine to the cultural and historical capital of western 

Ukraine, Lviv, from where she shuttles back and forth to Switzerland to see 

her boyfriend. While the boyfriend embraces his Jewish identity and 

expresses a strong interest in his family history as it is entangled with the 

history of Europe, the protagonist feels utterly lost with her own 

background and family roots wiped out by the Soviet regime. In Lviv, she 

joins the filming crew shooting a documentary about one of the last 

guerrilla fighters, Anna, who spent years underground fighting both Nazi 

and Soviet occupation of western Ukraine in the 1940s-early 1950s. Anna’s 

story triggers the protagonist’s identity struggle as it reveals painful parts Foto: Eugenia Senik

of Soviet history she wasn’t aware of and, at the same time, highlights her 

questions about the values, memories, cultural backgrounds, and conflicting historical and personal 

narratives that contemporary Ukrainian society comprises. 

As these two stories develop in parallel, the Revolution of Dignity of 2013 breaks out, and the Russian 

occupation of Crimea and Eastern Ukraine starts. Anna’s stories of Soviet prosecution, violence, and 

torture start to resonate through the experiences of the protagonist’s father and other relatives, who 

refuse to flee the occupied towns in the east of the country. The war, which came to the protagonist’s life 

through writing a book about Anna, becomes a nightmarish daily reality. The war, which was supposed to 

never happen again, comes back, taking lives, dreams, futures. 

Begründung des Vorschlags / Motivation de la proposition / Motivazione della proposta 

For obvious reasons, there weren’t many books by Ukrainian writers in Switzerland to choose from 

because there were not many writers living in Switzerland now. While writing about Ukraine, most of 

them prefer to fictionalize dramatic experiences of the recent years that they did not live through. In the 

context of the wider global discussion about writers’ subjectivities and the importance of owning voices 

and experiences, which became especially crucial with the start of the Russian full-scale invasion, I 

believe in the utter importance of attempts to articulate one’s own complicated and complex experiences 

that are many. 

Senik’s account is, to a certain account, naive but, at the same time, honest, vulnerable, conflicted, and 

dramatic, which, in my opinion, is crucial for good literature. The way she weaves her personal story with 

those of Ukraine, undergoing a major uprising and the onset of what turned out to be a long and horrific 

war, and the guerrilla fighter from WWII is delicate and talented. I believe that for Swiss readers, this 

book could be an interesting and challenging journey into the part of Europe they know rather little 

about. 

https://eugeniasenik.com/bcher-1/denn-es-schmerzt-roman


Biografie / Biographie / Biografia  

Geboren wurde Eugenia Senik 1986 im ostukrainischen Luhansk. Nach dem Studium der Ukrainischen 

Philologie und allgemeinen Literaturwissenschaft.  

Ihr neuester Roman, der 2023 in der Ukraine unter dem Titel “Бо болить” (Denn es schmerzt) 

veröffentlicht wurde, basiert auf der Biographie von Anna Popovych, einer Partisanin im Zweiten 

Weltkrieg. Neben den Verweisen auf die historischen Tatsachen zieht die Autorin Parallelen zum Krieg in 

der Ostukraine seit 2014. Ihre Schreibarbeit konnte sie u. a. in verschiedenen Literaturresidenzen in der 

Schweiz und in Frankreich erledigen. Im Jahr 2024 wurde der Roman Denn es schmerzt für die Shortlist 

des Encounter-Preises nominiert. 

Seit dem Ausbruch des Krieges in der Ostukraine 2014 ist es Eugenia Senik nicht mehr möglich, in ihre 

ehemalige Heimat in der Ostukraine zurückzukehren, die für sie nun zu einem fremden Ort geworden ist. 

Der Verlust der Heimat und die Suche nach einem neuen Zuhause werden zum zentralen Topos in ihren 

Werken. Sehr unmittelbar drückt sie dies in der kurzen Erzählung „Шукай свої двері“ aus (Suche deine 

Tür, deutsche Übersetzung). 

Seit 2021 lebt sie mit ihrem Ehemann und ihrem Sohn in Basel. 

Quelle Biografie: eugeniasenik.com 

https://eugeniasenik.com/bcher-1/denn-es-schmerzt-roman
https://ukrainianjewishencounter.org/en/the-short-list-announced-for-the-2024-encounter-prize/
https://ukrainianjewishencounter.org/en/the-short-list-announced-for-the-2024-encounter-prize/
https://www.eugeniasenik.com/blog/suche-deine-tr
https://www.eugeniasenik.com/blog/suche-deine-tr
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Pressestimmen 

Interview mit Eugenia Senik zum Buch: Denn es schmerzt (Ukrainisch) 

Reviews online: Goodreads (Ukrainisch) 

Mehr zum Buch findet sich zudem auf der Website der Autorin (Deutsch).  

www.eugeniasenik.com/denn-es-schmerzt 

https://chytay-ua.com/view.php?id=1339
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/76143722
https://eugeniasenik.com/bcher-1/denn-es-schmerzt-roman
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